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Issue 4440, September 2017 
 

Next club meeting: September 25th, 2017, 7:00 pm, Thunderbird Field 

 
Presidents Corner: by James Meadows  

It’s September, so the fall season is right around the corner.   The September general membership meeting will be held at 

Thunderbird Field at 7PM. Beverages and pizza will be provided to all who attend, so come early and get a few flights in 

prior to the meeting.  Please bring any show and tell items and a chair as well.   

Several events are on the horizon: Senior Pattern 2017 West Championships, September 23-24 and the Quickie 500 Pylon 
Race AMA event 424 and 426 30 Sep – 1 October.  Still need some volunteers for the Pylon race, contact the CD Gary 
James.  His contact information can be found on the event section on the flyer at:  
http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/Lone%20Star%20Shootout%20Flier%202017.pdf. 
 
Non Flying events that are just around the corner include, Club officer elections, and Thunderbirds of the Year 

nominations and selections.  The requirements for these positions are detailed in the Clubs by-laws. If you think you might 

want to run for an office, but you’re not quite sure, talk to any of your current officers,. We would be more than willing to 

discuss the finer details of serving.  

The Christmas party is scheduled for 9 Dec 2017, at the Botanic Gardens in Fort Worth.  We are currently accepting bids 

for the meal and finishing up some other details.  Tickets will go on sale October 15th. Price is $15.00 per person attending.  

It will be a great time, please mark your calendar.   

Do you have an RC event you want the club membership to be aware of or perhaps you have decided to sell one of your 

models. For sale items or similar request can be posted on the for sale forum of the Ft Worth Thunderbirds website 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?1818012-For-Sale-WantedIf you have an issue posting your items, our 

very own Forum boss rowdyjoe can assist you. 

There is a similar forum for events.  Please utilize this method and the forums when selling or putting out information 

about non-club sponsored events.  Events hosted by or event requests for the use of thunderbird field that will appear on 

the clubs events calendar should continue to be sent to any elected officer for discussion and presentation to the 

membership. 

 

Reminder 
 

All Thunderbird members must secure the gate when they are the last member at the field upon exit. 
Guest should be asked to move their vehicles to the guest parking lot, if they want to continue to fly! 

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Gary Cummings 

No Report this month. 
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August Meeting Minutes: by Gary Cummings 

James Meadows ( President) opened the meeting at 7PM. James welcomed all present to the meeting and presented a slide 

of upcoming events. Our next event is the Senior Pattern SPA Contest 23 - 24 Sept. followed by the two day Quickie 500 

pylon race Sept.30th and Oct. 1st. See Gary James if you can volunteer to help. 

The Secretary Report: Report of July 24 meeting was approved as presented. 

The Treasurers Report : Chris Berardi presented treasurers’ report and was approved. Chris planning on updates to the 

club by-laws at the September meeting. 

The Safety Report: Mel Wells presented a safety report with a reminder to stay well hydrated in these summer months. 

New Business: The Thunderbirds have been invited to present a non-flying static display of RC airplanes on October 

28,29th at the Alliance Air Show. 

Next Meeting: It was discussed and agreed upon that the September club meeting would be held at our flying field. 

Everyone was reminded to bring chairs, and Chris will supply us with Pizza Pie. 

Attendees 

James Meadows, John Bruce, George 

Garlock, Bernie Olson, Gerry 

Stanford, Gary Alphin, Tracy Kobs, 

Sam Corlett, Mel Wells, Ian Waring, 

Woody Lake, Rob Lowe, Ron 

Schwarzkopf, John Ebert, Paul 

Stelly, Justin Kanarick, “the Don” 

Ventura, Peter Lucas, Ken Knotts, 

Gary James, Len Minco, Gary 

Cummings, Steve Ehlers, Tab 

Bowland, Tommy Perry, Ed Kettler, 

Tom Blakeney, Grant Schroeder, 

Mark Ehlers, Chris Berardi.-

 

Secretary Report: by Bill Lake 

Greetings everyone.  My thanks to Gary Cummings for carrying the load and recording last month’s meeting minutes in 

my absence. 

As a reminder, this month’s members’ meeting will be held at Thunderbird Field.  If you have not been to a club meeting 

recently or have not been to the field lately, this would be a great time to come out and enjoy our fellowship and see your 

airfield.  Several factors have created what is quite likely the finest radio control airfield in Texas, certainly in the DFW 

area. 

The summer rains have been to all of us, keeping our grass green through the hot summer months.  The same applies to the 

airfield.  But all the credit does not go to Mother Nature. Club volunteers have devoted hundreds of hours laboring at the 

field to make it and keep it looking as good as it is.  The infield has benefited from the design and installation of an in 

ground sprinkler system.  The grassy areas received fertilizer treatments.  The grass landing strip area has been rolled 

several times throughout the year, making it suitable for intended and unintended landing rollouts and takeoffs. 

Each Friday morning, Ken Knotts and his band of dedicated volunteers breakout the field maintenance equipment and get 

to work as the sun comes up.  Ride on mowers, push mowers, weed whackers, blowers, rakes, brooms, and lots of sweat and 

exercise perform a less than synchronized waltz throughout the grounds.  Acres of ground cover are mowed, from the road 

leading to Joe Joplin Lane, down Joe Joplin Lane on both sides, the north boundary of the flying area, around to the tree 

line on the east to the south end by the lake, across to the helicopter/drone flying area, behind the shed, along the west side 

of the parking lot, and of course, the area everyone sees around the runway and pavilion area.  Paths have been cleared 

into popular landing sites to the north, west, and south of the field boundaries to facilitate access to wilderness areas.  The 
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taxiways and runway, and all of the fence posts get weed whacked to keep the appearance up to the high standards we have 

all become accustomed to.  Hopefully not taken for granted.  A lot of work goes on.  The trash cans are emptied, new bags 

are installed and garbage is hauled out to the dumpster by the camper dump station. 

But the work day is not over.  Debris and litter are picked up and removed, picnic tables cleaned and repositioned, all of 

the equipment is washed down, refueled and put securely away.  Fuel containers are taken to be refilled and replaced.  

Repairs are made when and where needed to keep the equipment operable and preserved. 

You might have noticed also that there are two new starter stands and that the “No Engine Run” and “Engine Kill” signage 

on the concrete has been repainted.  The starter stands do not fare well against the weight of our bodies that in most cases 

exceed 55 pounds.  Please care for them so that they last longer.  Several have been disposed of as unserviceable and several 

others have been repaired.   

Airfield Manager Ken Knotts runs a tight ship and we owe him a tremendous round of thanks for the time and energy he 

spends on our field. The dedicated crew is made up of several regulars such as Ian Waring, his stepson Stephen, Mel Wells, 

Tab Bowland and Bill Lake.  Their absences are often abated by participation from numerous others, whose assistance is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

 

Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

No Report this month 
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Project Summary: by James Meadows
 

 

Safety 

I'm no expert, but I would like to remind you that the proper sequence for powering up your model aircraft is to insure that 
you turn the transmitter on first, then turn the receiver and/or any other electronics on as applicable. The power down 
sequence is the opposite. Turn the receiver off first, then turn the transmitter off. If this sequence is not followed, the model 
control surfaces and other devices can react in an undesirable manner. I am writing this tip down mainly to remind myself 
about this procedure. I replaced the ESC in one of my electric models and after performing a successful ops check, I turned 
off the transmitter without thinking. The flaps and the landing gear servos started cycling and the motor ran up to about 20 
percent. No prop installed, so no harm done. This tip may not be a safety issue, but it could be depending on the 
circumstances. 
Fly safe. Mel Wells Safety Officer 
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MARCS Float Fly: by Tom Blakeney 
 
Photos are from the MARCS Club (Maumelle AR) Float Fly in Little Rock. This is a newspaper photo from the AR float fly 
last Saturday, plus I attached a nice picture of the Short Solent as it beaches after a flight in Maumelle AR last Saturday. 
 

  
Caption: Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/BENJAMIN KRAIN --8/26/17-- Marty Kocman, left, from Memphis, TN, examines a 
remote controlled model sea plane built by Tom Blakeney, right, from Ft. Worth, TX, during the Mid Arkansas Radio 
Control Society 
 

Members 
 

 
Students and members enjoying the day  ….but I only missed the runway by this much! 
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Ed Furche’s T-28: This is what happens when you extend the gear above recommended airspeed limits. Ed said 
all went well till he extended the gear and then the T-28 just came apart in flight. 
 

 
Giant Stearmen -  Pilot and Crew unknown 
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Big Bird Fly In: by Woody 
  
Grater South West, GSW) Club hosted a Big Bird Fly-in this month. Turnout was great, weather was beautiful, flying was 

superb, and the folks were hospitable. What more could you ask for at a fly-in. Enjoy the photos. 
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Training 
 
Thursday afternoon training continues to be a busy time at our field. 

 

 
Bobby Mills, newest SOLO Pilot 
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T.E.X, the Texas electric eXpo: by Tom Blakeney 

Wanted to take a minute and invite all club members and their flying buddies to come out to our great electric event on Oct. 

21. T.E.X., the Texas Electric eXpo, has been running at Thunderbird field for about 10 years, now. Feel free to bring any 

type of electric flying machine. Our plan is to have maximum fun and flying time and minimum hassle.  

One highlight that everyone always enjoys at T.E.X is the Warbird Rally, which will be at noon. This is where we get as 

many warbirds as possible into the air at one time. I think the record for T.E.X. is about 12, but I bet we can beat that 

number this year. Folks typically fly foamie type warbirds that are about 40-50” in wingspan, but any size is welcome, if you 

are brave! This rally is always great fun. 

 We will have a number of awards for various types of electric R/C models, plus the Joe Jopling Award for Technical 

Achievement in Electric Powered flight. This award will be given to the most technically impressive electric aircraft or 

accomplishment related to electric powered flight. The landing fee is $20.00 and this includes a pilot lunch. We will also have 

a great raffle, so bring your mad money. Event hours are 9AM-4PM. Pilots meeting at 9AM. 

This year, we are also encouraging folks to bring unwanted R/C items and we will have a tailgate/pit area swap meet in 

conjunction with the electric event. I encourage everyone to come out and participate, as this well attended event is always 

great fun. See you there! 
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THUNDERBIRD 2016 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
September 23-24  SPA      Gary Alphin/Ken Knotts 
 
September 30 Oct 1 Pylon Race     Gary James/Sarge Bell 
 
October 21   Electric Fly-In (eXpo)    Tom Blakeney 
 
October 28-29  Alliance AirShow & Benbrook Heritage Fest 
 
November 5  Winter Float Fly 
 
November 25  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December 9  Club Christmas Party    Club Officers 
 

 

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  James Meadows 

E-Mail: jamslam1099@gmail.com

Vice President:  Gary Cummings 
E-Mail: 

gary.a.cummings@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary:  Bill Lake 

E-Mail: wjl728@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Chris Berardi        

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Mel Wells               

E-Mail: malekat@sbcglobal.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 
 
 

Club Officers 2017 
 

          
Pres: James Meadows VP: Gary Cummings Sec: Bill Lake  Safety: Mel Wells  Treas: Chris Berardi 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

    
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 

 

 

Thunderbird Events 

Senior Pattern SPA: 23-24 September 
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Pylon Racing: September 30th – October 1st 

 

 

Area Events 

4th Annual "Warbirds over Grapevine 

Hosted by the 114th Aero Squadron Saturday, October 7 at 9 AM - 3 PM 

 

 

Dave Halker CD- Warbirds over Grapevine 954-729-7253 

114th RC Aero Squadron www.114thrc.org 


